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TO ACCESS THE MEMBERS AREA
OF THE SPA WEBSITE – ENTER
YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
AND YOUR POSTCODE - WITH
A SPACE IN THE MIDDLE OF

YOUR POSTCODE

Reports and other
documents produced by
SPA are available to be
viewed or downloaded
from the Library of the SPA
website, or may be
requested as a hard copy
from the office for those
without this facility.
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The SPA Golf Day
2009 will be held
on Thursday 16
July at Harewood
Downs Golf Club.
It is a very
enjoyable day on
an impressive
course with views
over the rolling
Chiltern Hills in
Buckinghamshire.
We have
contacted all regular players whom we hope to welcome again, but if there
is anyone else who would like to play, please do come and join us – ring or
email the office for an application form.

GOLF DAY
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We could go on – but we hope you get the idea – never, in the history of SPA, have we received so many
compliments about one of our Schemes. Remember only SPA members can get these rates – they are FOR YOU!
Support SPA’s PII Scheme to the benefit of EVERYONE. Call Chris or Stuart today, regardless of when your renewal
is due, on 01761 463667 or email: enquiries@arlingtonprofessionalrisks.co.uk

“I am very impressed with Arlington, they
saved me 43% on my PII”
Chris Lawman’s comment at SPA’s April
Steering Committee Meeting.

“I was astounded by the speed with which
Arlington dealt with my application for PII
cover … I have saved a third of my previous
premium” JES

“Arlington’s quote was lower
than Bluefin so I shall switch
– I am sticking with SPA” BJ

“Can you add me to the
list of VERY satisfied SPA
members. Aon wanted
over twice as much as
Arlington. Well done and
thank you.”  RNS

“I have just renewed my PII,
changed to SPA brokers and
saved 30%, which more than
pays for my SPA subscription!”
David Sandground, SPA Steering
Committee Member

EMAILS – ARE YOU
GETTING THEM – IF NOT
PLEASE LET US KNOW

You will see from the Minutes of the AGM
in the Report & Accounts that a straw
poll to receive Newsletters by email was
80/20 in favour. We have considered
this in the past and it will be reviewed
at the next Steering Committee Meeting.

We send regular short emails to our
members and this is likely to increase –
we do NOT want our members to miss
out and we make every effort to maintain
an accurate list. So, if you are not receiving
emails from us, PLEASE let us know.

Report & Accounts and AGM

Enclosed is the 2009 Report & Accounts. It contains a full report
of a very successful AGM Day. Plans are already underway for
next year - please put the provisional date of Wednesday 19
May 2010 in your diaries.

The back pages contain the Directory of
Benefits and Services. This is
where you can really take
advantage of your membership
– it contains schemes with
specially negotiated rates for SPA
members and contact details for
the wealth of knowledge available
from fellow members. Remember
this is what SPA is all about – many
of you work alone and this support
network is compiled specifically to
cover the various needs of the sole
practitioner!
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SPA’s Fee Protection Insurance Scheme with Qdos Taxwise

The enclosed leaflet provides full details and rates. SPA’s Chairman Peter Mitchell, who
subscribes to the Scheme, was gratified recently when one of his clients was unexpectedly
the subject of an HMRC detailed Aspect Enquiry – his fees came to nearly £4000 which
Qdos Taxwise promptly paid – if he had not been insured his client would have been
out of pocket as there was no further tax to pay - HMRC do not readily take no for
an answer! Fee Protection Insurance is rapidly becoming standard procedure with
many accountants simply informing their clients they have taken out cover on their
behalf and adding the relevant charge to their invoice. Qdos’ rates are very reasonable
for the ‘peace of mind’ provided.

Members will be aware that Qdos Taxwise offer 4 free calls per year to their Technical
Helpline. John Smith, their VAT specialist, has notified us of some recent tribunal
outcomes, which may be useful to members:

• VAT Assessments on MOT Charges
An MOT test is not something that could be provided by an unapproved garage so
the supply of the MOT to the end-customer is by the MOT Testing Station and not
the unapproved garage. As such only any profit element on a recharge of an MOT
would attract VAT and not the cost of the MOT itself. You may have clients eligible
to reclaim the VAT.

• Zero-rating for construction of new premises for charity
A Zero-rating was applied to the construction of a new centre for a Scottish charity,
Quarriers, providing care for people suffering from epilepsy and education to
children with severe emotional difficulties. Even though the majority funding was
through contracts with local and central government, it was ruled the charity was
not in business and qualified for zero-rating. Any charity, which has been refused
zero-rating for new buildings in the past should consider whether a claim is now
appropriate.
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SPA has for some years offered sample Engagement Letters free of charge for members to
download from the Members’ Area of the SPA website. We are aware that in some instances
these no longer comply with current regulations or requirements, and SPA has limited resources
to maintain these to the standards now required.

We are delighted to announce to our members that ACCA have offered to make their comprehensive
list of Engagement Letters on CD ROM available to SPA members at a nominal cost of £30 + VAT.

ACCA comment:

“ACCA UK has just launched a new version of its Engagement Letters CD-ROM. Engagement
letters are a very effective loss-avoidance tool. To assist you in drafting appropriate letters for
a variety of engagements, ACCA has produced, in partnership with VS Consultancy, a series of
template engagement letters, available as a CD-ROM.

The CD-ROM consists of 50 engagement letters for a series of different business types and
services together with a number of associated letters such as a terms and conditions letter and
a fees letter. The engagement letters include the long awaited engagement letters for tax
practitioners produced by CIOT, ACCA, ICAS, ICAEW, CIMA, IIT and ATT.”

The engagement letters CD-ROM is priced at £30 + VAT

To order your copy, contact ACCA Connect on 0141 582 2000 or email
connect.orders@accaglobal.com

PLEASE ENSURE YOU QUOTE SPA WHEN ORDERING THE CD-ROM
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