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 HEADLINES

• Disciplinary Process Review

• 2007 AGM details

• Golf Day date

• BUPA Rates held

 Enclosed for completion

 and return by 13 April:

• AGM attendance form

• New ‘Specialisations’ section

• Your Annual Data Sheet

Last year Peter Mitchell informed the ICAEW’s President of his
proposal to initiate a cross-Council review to
highlight the concerns and experiences of
those affected by, or working with, the
Disciplinary Process. However this was
somewhat ‘hijacked’ by the ICAEW
announcing its own ‘internal’ review.

Peter Mitchell and Michael Shenker, Vice
Chairman, met with the Institute’s
appointed consultant (a Canadian
chartered accountant!), but doubt
remains whether the ICAEW review
consulted widely enough, and we
wait with interest to see what
emerges.

Through SPA’s discussion with two
solicitors (who defend members at
Disciplinary Hearings) certain fundamental points have been noted,
and your Chairman proposes to take this matter back to Council
if it appears the ICAEW report is too narrowly drawn.

(This subject will form part of our AGM CPD session - see page 2)

A belated Happy New Year to
you all – and thank you for
the many kind remarks and
good wishes we have
received. We hope this
newsletter finds you fully
recovered from the annual
self-assessment challenge
and ready to support our
campaigns in the months
ahead!

On 7 February Peter Mitchell met the new
Institute president, Richard Dyson, at Moorgate
Place to inform him of SPA’s ongoing ambitions
and to review current topics of concern or
interest. Their useful and amicable discussion
ranged over issues arising from Practice
Assurance visits, involvement of SPA with the
embryonic Practice Advisory Board and
participation in the ongoing review of the
Disciplinary Process.

Chairman Meets President

TO ACCESS THE MEMBERS AREA
OF THE SPA WEBSITE – ENTER
YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
AND YOUR POSTCODE - WITH
A SPACE IN THE MIDDLE OF

YOUR POSTCODE



CPD
Two important topics will be covered in the morning
CPD session:

Firstly Qdos Consulting will update us on key issues
within the 2007 Companies Act affecting SME’s.
Understanding how these changes will affect our
corporate clients is vital.

Then SPA’s in house lawyer, Dr Raymond Ashton, will
tell us about the ICAEW Disciplinary Process. Whilst
we hope few, if any of you, will have to defend a
complaint at a Disciplinary Hearing, SPA assists around
half a dozen members each year through Raymond.
He will give an overview of the process before taking
questions from the floor.

Full details of the venue and agenda are in the Notice
of Meeting, which you will have received with this
newsletter. We hope you will support what promises
to be an enjoyable and interesting day. Please ALL
complete the Attendance Form, which is on the back
page of the Notice of Meeting, and return it to this
office by 13 April 2007 enclosing your cheque if
appropriate.
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2007 AGM

Date: Tuesday 22 May 2007
Venue: The Falcon Hotel

Stratford-upon-Avon

We had an excellent and positive response to our mini-
survey asking members if they would be interested in
a new format for the AGM day, with the option to
bring a guest and enjoy a full day programme.  The
date we originally proposed has been brought forward
slightly to Tuesday 22 May 2007, which we hope is
convenient for you.  The venue is the delightful Tudor
style Falcon Hotel in the centre of Stratford-upon-Avon.

We have planned the day around the most popular
activities voted for on the survey including a visit to
Shakespeare’s birthplace and a boat trip!  As such a
day could not be entirely financed from SPA funds we
are charging £20 for guests and members wishing to
enjoy the afternoon events.

The AGM/CPD and lunch element will be the same as
in previous years - any member wishing to attend only
this part may do so free of charge.

AGM
The two key items on the AGM agenda are the election
of the Chairman and the Steering Committee until the
AGM in 2009 AND the proposal to hold the subs at the
same level for yet another record breaking (?!) year.
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Following discussion with SPA’s broker on the recent
performance of our Private Medical Scheme, it has been
agreed that premiums for the coming year will be unchanged
– it has been rather better in terms of claims – long may
your continuing good health last!  Renewal invitations will
be sent out in March and applications to join the scheme
from 1 April 2007 may be requested via your Data Sheet
which is enclosed with this newsletter.

SPA Report & Accounts and Membership Directory

BUPA Rates for 2007/08
are Unchanged

The 2007 Report & Accounts will be sent out in
June and will include the Minutes of the AGM and
information on the various services we offer.

As last year, the Membership Directory will list all
members by their county of Practice.
(Enclosed with this Newsletter is the 2007 Data
Sheet for EVERYONE to fill in, and return by 13 April,
to update our records.)

We know from your previous Data Sheets that there
is a vast array of ‘specialisations’ covered by our
members and a wealth of experience and
knowledge amongst you ready to be tapped by
other members. We regularly get requests from
members who are looking for further expertise or
help, so we have decided to provide a
‘Specialisation’ Section at the front of the
Membership Directory for you to promote and share
your wisdom with others.

If you would like to advertise your specific areas
of expertise to fellow members please complete
the enclosed form and return to us by 13 April. An
example of the layout is below:

Dentist & Doctors
E. Namel Nottinghamshire
A. Bridge Dorset
M Y Filling & Co Lancashire

We will charge just £20 + VAT towards the printing
costs for this service – so if you specialise why not
give it a go, you haven’t got much to lose - and
plenty to gain!

For those requiring a larger advertisement as in
previous years these are available at a cost of £50
+ VAT.  We now have a standard design for these
to make it easier for those who do not have design
capabilities - please contact Kate Ellis-Jones at the
office.
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SPA leads . . . the Institute follows!

On PII . . .
As you know SPA strives to provide you with excellent, economic services
and one long-standing and much used benefit since 1996 is the SBJ
Professional Indemnity Insurance Scheme which several hundred of you
have joined.

You may recently have been sent a letter from the ICAEW advising that
they too now use SBJ as their appointed broker for PI cover.

We would like to assure members that you will still get the same good
deal by continuing your PI cover through SPA, and we trust members
will remain loyal to our scheme (not least, because you would prefer
SPA to receive the small commission element rather than the Institute!!).

If you are not already with SPA’s scheme call SBJ now for a quote – the
price of that phone call could literally save you £‘00s!!

… and CPD
We have received the following letter from one of our members:

“Last year, I left the ICAEW because I am semi retired and felt that I could
not in all honesty comply with the Institute's CPE requirements. I maintained
my SPA membership because I felt that I could honestly sign the SPA
declaration on keeping up to date. Last week, I was approached by the
Institute and offered half price membership if I rejoin but I pointed out
that CPE was a stumbling block and that I would not therefore rejoin.

While discussing the half price offer with a fellow Chartered Accountant,
he advised me that the Institute's declaration on CPE this year had
changed and was now far more in line with SPA's requirement, that is
to say keeping up to date in the areas in which we work and not a fixed
number of hours on approved courses.”
CT

Ed:  Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery!!

We are pleased to report that a
lengthened Harewood Downs Golf
course is now back in condition and
ready for play.  Please put this date
in your diary - further information
and the booking form will be sent
with the Spring Newsletter.

SPA Golf Day -
Thursday 21 June 2007

4 Your Letters

European Law requires that from
1 Jan 2007 each company should
also display its company registration
number, place of registration and
registered office address on
websites, order forms, emails and
other electronic documents.

Do your clients know this?

Wider Display of
Company Registration
details

Rebecca Kiermasz - 0117 908 4016
Lisa Ward - 0117 908 4084
Rebecca Cunningham - 0117 908 4088
e-mail: spa@sbj-pi.com
www.sbj-pi.com/spa
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Keith Brown left SPA’s
Steering Committee at the
end of last year with our good
wishes and grateful thanks
for his contribution and loyal
support – we wish him well
for a healthy and happy
retirement.  Keith’s vacancy
has been filled by the co-
option of Howard Gross.

We welcome Howard and
look forward to the wealth
of knowledge and experience
he will undoubtedly bring.
As one member wrote, ”Great
news! – Howard’s reputation
for knowledge and hard work
will give the Committee
considerable strength”  MK

The formal election for this
post will take place at the
AGM on 22 May 2007.

Howard Fills
Committee Gap

A ‘mini-questionnaire’ to those
members offering Audit Support
showed that this service was being
used to a small extent. What also
came out was that many members
had rid themselves of any remaining
audit clients – a fact borne out by
the substantial reduction in published
numbers of those holding the audit
registration.

The Members’ Area of the SPA
website contains a list of members
offering Audit Support Services. So,
if you do not do audit and would
like to find a practitioner who does,
take a look at the list and use a
fellow member if you can.

More owner managed corporate
clients will probably take advantage
of dropping their audit after the
forecast increase in threshold (to
the revised EU level) is adopted
following a consultation exercise
during 2007.

Member to Member
Audit Support

The latter part of 2006 saw the sad
loss of two long standing SPA
members. Howard Shapland, the
distinguished gentleman whom
we featured in our 2005 Report
and Accounts as being SPA’s oldest
member, reached 90 in the
summer of 2006 and worked as
an accountant literally to his last
day. We also lost Simon Ripper,
aged 51, after a very short illness,
whom many members will
remember took a leading role on
SPA’s original Steering Committee.

We offer their families and
colleagues our sincere condolences.

Requiescat in Pace
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Peter Mitchell’s Contributions to Accountancy - Jan 2007

On our Institute’s New Logo

On Concerns for the years ahead

17.11.06 Steering Committee Vacancy filled by Howard Gross FCA FCCA CTA - see feature on page 5

22.12.06 Informal Inland Revenue approaches direct to our clients
1. Alternative Intervention to Support Compliance - Letters sent to 'selected' clients suggesting they
review their tax return for possible omitted information
2. Current Business Record Keeping Reviews - Impromptu visits to your client by HMRC officials.
(Recently we have learnt that they are requesting details of payments to builders for planning consent
works carried out.)
Compliance is voluntary on the part of clients, however you may wish to advise clients that they
should refer such requests to you to advise or answer.

22.12.06 A report on the SPA website entitled ‘When must a Report be signed by a Registered Auditor’

11.01.06 Contributions from Peter Mitchell published in Accountancy (Jan 2007) - see below

‘Newsflash’ Summary


