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…Strength in Numbers

Newsletter Development in 1999
    We want to make our Newsletter more readable and  better structured.  Remember, if you have anything of interest to relate to your colleagues or a point of view worth airing, please write to us.

Successful Intervention
    Unbelievably the JMU insisted on carrying out monitoring visits to sole practitioners during January - two members appealed to us for help and our efforts obtained postponements to February.

    Similarly another member involved in a disciplinary matter also had an immovable January hearing, again a postponement to February was granted. 

Self Assessment Year 2

A Little Better?

    With the experience of Year 1 at least  we knew what to expect.

    Serious errors were still made by the Inland Revenue - different ones - but most news received suggests some improvement.

    Your Chairman gave a brief interview to the BBC 24 Hour News programme on Sunday 31 January from the Hemel Hempstead Tax Office - unless you have a satellite dish or cable you missed it!

    Please let us know any particular problems you feel should still be pursued - the Statement of Account is 

Recently a member incurred legal costs in excess of £5,000 - thus the value of this benefit cannot be overstated.  If you are not in the Group Scheme, compare

its benefits with those you currently obtain - a quote is readily available from SBJ Stephenson on 0117 921 1701 - so pick up the ‘phone!

    The PSO has picked up on our submission that the Support Member scheme needs to be beefed up, and which we will pursue with them.

Tax File links up with CCH
    SPA has renegotiated the discount available to our members following the merger, and you will be pleased to learn this is 25% - worth £61.  You will find a CCH Taxfile order form with this Newsletter.

Year 2000 Compliance

PII Requirements
    If you haven’t yet started your compliance work you’d better get your skates on, as we are hearing from our brokers that unless the programme is initiated by June cover will, in all probability, be denied.

    For those in doubt what is required your Chairman has developed two letters acceptable to SJB Stephenson which he is happy to copy to any member on request.

    Investigating your own hardware and software may be possible through specific software ‘toolkits’ - SPA hopes to promulgate details of any known to be effective - can you help?

Cold Calling on your Clients

by other Firms
    Two recent examples have been reported of medium size firms approaching members’ clients using the Companies House database.  Have your clients reported any such instances?

already on our list.
Fee Indemnity Scheme -

Investigations will increase
    It appears that problems to date implementing the Self Assessment scheme have limited time to carry out investigations.  As the system settles down this is beginning to change - and SPA will be re-launching the Group Fee Indemnity Scheme shortly - at less than £30 per client p.a. this is well worth considering given the average cost of your time for a single investigation.
Beloff Recommendations &

Members’ Legal Support
    SPA can take satisfaction from the effect of its submission in that two principal improvements sought were recommended by Beloff  and are now supported by the PSO.

· A lower level of breach for minor technical or other faults to be known as the ‘Unpublicised Caution’

· Legal costs to be awarded to members whose cases are dismissed by the Disciplinary Tribunal

    Our case for legal support to be provided automatically was not thought appropriate by Beloff as ‘without precedent elsewhere’.  SPA’s members can at least have the comfort of the free initial counselling available from Raymond Ashton, and, if within our Group PII scheme, 80% of legal costs for representation at Disciplinary Hearings being provided.

may be increasing and will make

representations to our Institute if your evidence suggests this is required.

    Please send us any examples you have come across in the last 12 months.

Bank Audit Letter

Standard Format
    A standard format is now used by most major banks - a copy of which can be provided on request.

SPA Group Advertising
· SPA would like to hear whether you would be interested in participating in a Group SPA advertisement in either the Yellow Pages or Thompsons Directory.  Please let us know.

· Members are free to use our logo within their own letter-heading - a copy of which can be made available on disk on request.  You will need a graphics package to import it.

Companies House

No Days of Grace
    Following a late filing fine levied on a member’s client company where the due date coincided with a Bank Holiday, SPA ascertained that no day of grace is given - thus if you are filing Limited Company Accounts or Annual Returns they must be received by Companies House by the last working day before the Bank Holiday to avoid a fine.

1999 AGM - Answerback
    Please let us have your views on the options suggested on the enclosed Answerback.  Although our existing format is successful less than 10% of members attend.

……………..
Please send us your views - and complete the enclosed Answerback so that we can improve our services to you
………………

