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ECONOMIA GETS
A MAKEOVER

THE INSTITUTE OF
CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

IN ENGLAND & WALES

A major rebranding project at the ICAEW has resulted in a
redesign of its most recognisable symbol, the institute lady.

Chris Quick reports

ou may not know her name, but you have

certainly seen her around - probably more

times than you could count. Economia,

sometimes known as the ‘institute lady; has

been the central feature of the various insignias and

shields that have represented the ICAEW since it was
formed in 1880.

The image of her that will be most familiar to readers is

the image on the left (above) which, with the occasional

tweak, has been the logo of the institute for the last 50
years or so.

Lovers of spurious estimates might like to try and
calculate the number of times she has been reproduced,
but the only thing you can say for certain is that it would
be a very big number indeed. Not only has the logo been
used in thousands of institute-related publications over
the years, but she has appeared on countless letterheads
and business cards at tens of thousands of member firms.
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